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Curses With Musie,

m BAYES THEATER-' O'I_'R NEL-
LY " musical “mellowdrayma,”’ with
boak mnd lyrics by A, Thomas and
Brian Hooker, music by George Gershe
win and William Daly :
Malvina Holcombe Mra, Jimmy Barry
Mortimer Bayuo, John Mericy!
¥ Jimmy Barry
. Frank Mayns
‘rnn-nu Con kay
<Uuy Nichols
Eva Clarke
Emma Haig
. Howland
»ssooLora Sonderson

‘ard
M‘I"HII.. w-orru
Oh.r!n Dealng. .
L re. Rogers..... A

A moderately amusing little musical
show, acutely in need of pruning, came
to town last evening and perched in
the eyrie of the Nora Bayes Theater,
that somewhat complicated playhouse
which Is tucked away up cbove the
flles of the ¥Firty-fourth Street. It is
called “Our Nell and, as one might
guesa, takes its name from that cele-
brated ruln by whom that metropoli-
tan fellow had not done right.
one of those burlesques of the gosh-
dern plays such as Everett Shinn used
to concoct long ago in “Luoy,
Prune-Hater's Daughter,” and “More
Sinned Against Than Usual” Only
this tlme it has been stretched out to

last a whole evening—the extension |

being achieved for the most part by
inserting songs and dances,
A. E. Thomas wrote the book, a

cheerful and sufficiently entertaining |
travesty of a famillar pattern, with| .

#everal high spots in the form of de-
Tehtful lines like “Ags God is my fudge,
I thought you were a reputable

It Is |

the |

broker.” Then there is a sprinkling
of lyrics by Brian Hooker. It is one of
‘ the traditions of New York that it is
mere blindness and contumacy on the

| part of the musical comedy producers |

which keeps them from having all
‘thelr Iyrics written by PBrian Hooker,
Belief in that tradition amounts al-
most to a cult. We are
to desert it yet,
| "Our Nell" do

not seem

fer the blunt rhymes of Irving Ber-
lin to all the imgractical fancy work
I ever concogted,

Hewever, it i dificult to judge of |
Mr. Hooker's efforts in this case, as |

they have so often been swallowed by
the singer# or drowned out by u too
earnest orchestra.

suspicion that the composer had nover
read the lyric at all and that the words
and the grotesquely inappropriate

musie had been hurriedly put together |

in the wings just before the perform-
ance. It is equally difficult to judge
of the quality of a modest lttle tune
when it Is drenched with too flossy
orchestration, llke a pretty girl over-
| #aturated with heady perfume. This
happens more than once in "Our Nell.”
Several of the company are excel-
| lent, and you can have quite a good
time watching tha heroice of Frank
Cwrikey as the simple, rustlec hero who
;pnll.-:hes the harness while he tells of
+the book larnin® he is getting a* night;
the evil sneers of John Merkyl as
Iat city chap” and the sweet ways
Eva Clark as ths heroine, Bu
| most helpful of all is that old standby
of the two a day, that professional
hick, Jimmie Burry

Theater Managers
Plan to Establish
Central Box Office

Ticket Clearing House With
Leblang in Control
Suggested.

-

Lee Shubert sald yesterday that the
proposition for a central theater ticket

. sgency, which It was announced some
e ago was under consideration by
4 tbm Producing Managers' Association ss

‘ an improved means of marketing tickets |

and getting the publle to attend thea-
ters In lurger numbers, waa still in a
| tantative state,
blang, cut rate ticket agent, had been
mentioned :s the possible head for this
clearing house, and that the maiagers
had approached him on the matter, but

that the enterprise would be entirely |
own |

seperate from Mr., Leblang's
agency. Nothing definite has been set-
tled ss to Leblang's status In the mat-
ter, the manager sald
Mr. S8hubert sald that the special com-
mittes named by Augustus Thomas to
conslder the proposed plan would report
at the next meeting of the P. M, A. M.
Hhubert could not tell how soon this
would be. The commitiee, hesides Mr.
SEhubert, includes A. L. Hrianger, Arch
Belwyn and John Golden.
Mr, Leblang declared |ikewlse that the |
. plan, which he =ald he would finance |
himseM, would not include cut rate
agencies. HMe sald that the object would

" be to eliminate the ticket brokers “who

. &¥p the publie,” and who charge such
Heavy advances on tickets that they
bave deterred patrons from golng to the
fheater, and have become, as he put I%

s cancerous growth,

““The managers,” he sald, “want to

bring the people into the theaters in |

‘larger numbers, and the way 1o do that
s to make tickets accessible to every
one, whether you are Mr. Astorblit or
Mr. Bum. They want to make it possi-
bla for patrons to get seats down in the
third or fourth row, not the fifteenth
“In this plan they will no! charge a
60 cents” advance on the tickets. Tlck-
ets will be sold at this central bureau
&t box office prices. Thay will simply
ask an extra 10 cents on each ticket to
wever the overhicad expense. If the
patron prefers, he can buy for $1 a |
service card, good for a yvear, enabling
him at any time to get tickets without |
paying the 10 cents.
enly additional .charge.
"*The aim will he to establish Lranch
pervice stations throughout the clty and
even in adjoining citles like Newark. If
the plan goes Into effect, In my opinion,
it will ellminate from thoe business all
the agencies where high prices are
charged and may eventually be l‘xtendm\
40 Philadelphia, Boston, Chleago and |
other large citien '™
The other Broadway ticket agencies,
looked with coldness and
skepticlsm on the plan.
_::lﬂ’afll polnted out that at least twice
fore such a plan had been startad.
Onoe a leading ticket broker was of-
fersd the wvirtual monopoly of tickets
bt declined It

) agency with the sale of tickets for
leading producing firm, but thie had been
Eiven up eventually.

Certaln independent profucers wore
FAld to be aligned agalnst the proposi-
tion and prepared to fight It at the next

soclation, on the ground that if an ad-
vance ls charged on tickets the agency
and the owner of the theater would
split tha iIncreass while the producer of
the attracuon playing at the house
would get nothing,

SEES FILM STANDARDS RISING.

Meporis

Wil Hays Progress nt

Women's Meeting.

Wil Hays, who Is working to ralse

the moral, artistic and business stand-
i aArds of the motlon plet Industry |
under contract to the Moving Pleture
hﬁndnr-n- Association, Ine., fesls that
“distinct progress’” ls belng made toward
thin goal. he =ald yesterda: In n hrief
address befors the Women's Club of
Forest Hills Gardens at the Forest Hilln

* I
Mr. Haye, who was a lunchean gusst

of Dr, and Mrs, Lawrgnes . Ahbott at
thalr home at Forest Hills, r;-.kp hafore
the club at its me snthly mesting and out

lined the purposes of the assoclation as
rtifieats of |ncorpora-

tion,

MENEFIT FOoR WOMAN'S WORK,

Under the ausplees of the
Bxehanee for Woman's Work, 541 Madi-
Mol avenue, u rumimage and bargain
L #ile for the benefit of the emergency
h)llll of the exchange will bes held
Wednoaday and Thursdey at 101 Bast

y-saventh strest Mra. Honry Hol-
ster Poase, chalrman of the welfare
committes, will be In charge,
RAINBOW CLUR DANCE,

Tha Rainbow Club of the
will hold ite mecond dante of the sen-
son Baturday evening at the Plasa
guest of honor will be Senor Hafnel
“anchis Yago, Spanish portrait palnter,
Hosta and hosteases of the evaning will |
fe W8 Conmil-Conorala of rc'lmnhm
Cesta Rica and Cuba and thelr wives.

Y

He sald that Joe Le-|

Reprerentatives |

Previously the experi- |
§! tiant had been tried of Intrusting one |

New York'

American

The

Set of Historic
Autegraphic Books
Sells for $19,750

laration of Independence
at Auection.

A collectlon of rare books and auto-

Dr. Thomas Addis Emmet of New York
city, Mr. James 8, Hardy of Chicago,
Mre. Julle Le Gallienne and Mrs. S, H
| Taylor of Philadelphia brought $40,652
{ &t the first sesslon of the sale last
evening at the Anderson Gallories, The
concluding session will be this evening.
| Dr. Emmet's superlative set of the
signers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, by John Saunders, revised
and edited by Robert T. Conrad, con
taining a complete sat of autographe
and nearly a thousand portralts, sold to
the HRosenbach Company for $19,050.
Other important accessions by the sam-
huyer were “The Life of Major Andre”
ny Winthrop Sargent,

terinl, for $2,000;
. Ameriean Revolution," for $1560; *‘Loss-
| ing'a Fleld Book of the Revolution,”
| for $1,200; "Gardens Anecdotes of the
| Revolutionary War,” with many extrs
| illustrations, for $1,075, and the Editlon |
| de Bibllophile of Ford's Life of Wash-
| ington,” for $1,800,

Harper, paid 3260 for “The
Principal Voyages, Navigations and Dis-

| coveries of the nglish Natlon” hy

cowv:

mchnrd Hakluyt; G. Wells, $450. for 4 | thur Hopkins."

superb Hearn manuseript and $285 for
| “Poeme=Lyrick and Pastorall" by Mi-
chael Drayton and E. R Gee Company.
| Ine., $370 for a copy of Danlell’'s "Great
| Britain.” A letter signed by Oliver
| Cromwe!l giving thanks after the battle
| at Drnbar sold to order for §675.
| A tographs from the collection of the
| Inte John Boyd Thacher of Albany sold
| at the Anderson Gallerles yesterday
aftornoon for $5.012. Autogra hed ma-
*er'al bearing the signature of Raphae!
| 8anzio di Urbinl sold for $350 to T. F.
| Madlgan, who also purchased an auto-

g aphed domucent bearing the signature
--:’ Michel Angelo for $160.

An nutographed letter signed by Jean
| Raclne, nold to J. J. Ricks for $102 and
a second nutographed letier bearing the

This will be the | gensture of Leonardo da Vinei went to

the same buyer for $210. R Terry paidl
$176 for a note bearing John OCulvin's
signnture ; the Rosenbach Company, $125
for a ma sript volume of poems by
Joseph Adflsen In his own amograph
| and $150 for a document signed by Na-
| poleen 1. Willlam Randolph / Hearst
| purchased a letter signed by Poter Paul
Rubens for §150; an autograph manu-
| seript by Bernardl de St. Plerre for
| $125 and a letter stgned by Charles V1,
for $110.

SOREL IN “CAMILLE"” TO-DAY.
| Mile. Ceclle Soral
players began yesterday at the Century

The bIH yeaterday
with Mlle. Sorel

Inee performances.
wan “L'Aventuriers”

In the role of Doma Clorinde, M. AlDwrt |

| Lambert as Fabrice and M. Louls Ravet
ns Monte-Prada.

“Camille” will be given at the matinoe
perfornmnes to-day, “"Le Miganthrope™
Thursday matines and Lo Deml-Mondas™
Friday matinee. Mille. Horel will give a
Iscture in French, assisted by M. Lam-
bert and Mme, Marsans, S8aturday morn-
ne

not quite ready | cron a bumper one last night.
though the lyrics In | Moore's “omotional comedy,

And in more than |
one suong there are grounds for the |

=

|
[Collection of Signers of Dec-|sion.

|srnphs from the libraries of the late |

including rare |
mezzotintsand valuable adtographed ma- |
“Meore's Diary of the|

and her associate |

Theater n eerles of four farewel] mat- |

Makes a Bumper
Crop of Thrillers

|

Carlyle Moore's ‘Emotional
Comedy® Quite a Shivery
Drama.

“Listening In,' made the mystiery

Carlyle
* which was |

| especially | revealed at the Bijou Theater—as much |
| slnguble, and for our own part we pre- |8 any mystery thriller can be revealed |
| eularized

—sought to be different from the usual
run of shad of this type by glving away
the whole bag ofr tricks. 8ince mere
mystery no longer is enough in this
kind of drama the hunt is up for nov-
elty.

The novelty of this plece [leé= in that
| at bottom It parks back to the early
form of drama, in which the sp ctator |
was fet in on the whole show and al- |
lowed to sea the wheels go round. In
the prologue In the dismal Hving room
of Blesker Hall, somewhere in the couns- |
try, the onlooker knows that My, Morri-
son, a scientist of some kind, was going
to gaehieve all manner of things by meana
of convenient switches and wires and
| rappings—all the aldes that modern
sclence has Iald at the feet of spiritual-
ism.

He was to do this while the helr of n
dead Lellever in apiritualism fulfilled the

torms of his uncle’'s will, with the sci-
entlst merely interfering, nvlmrw:t!v.i
for the sake of meaking it harder. As|

played by Georglo Majeronl thls Mor-
rigon might have been anything scien-
tific—a necromancer, a doctor with a |
medicine show or a slncere Investigater
like Dr. Prince out to lay a disagree-
nble, antogonish ghost by the heeis
The suspense was malntained because
the speclator was never gulte certain |
whether Morrison wag actually pulling |
the wires, nor what In thunder he was |
aiming at anyhow.

Helightened the Comedy. !

That sneaking suspicion about the|
tomfoolery of all this sudden winking
out of lights and slamming of doors
heightened the comedy, of course, when |
the young writer, trying to unravel the|
hocus pocus, s well as the other char- |
acters, Jumped out of thelr skins every
|time the wind whistled. At the same |
| time the spectator was pleased to note
| that his goosefiesh rose to every occa- |

1 It was on the whole skillfully

| foned, as becomes the author of “Stop
| Thief.” There are many loose ends, and
it seems that toward the close the nu-
thor becomes 0 deeply involved In his
own complicat!ons that he justs shoots a
character offhand, evidently with the
| hope of clearing away wme complication,
It happens to be an Ass!stant District
| Attorney and perhaps another personage
s expressing the heartfelt wish of the
dramatist when he says that If any one
was to he shot, it migh® as well be this
one. Assistant District Attorneys have
been having too much of thelr own way
in mystery plays of late.

The play verges on farce st times, |
afd when a mediumistic warning comes
that whoever leaves the door before
sunset may die the young writer who
has been pald to stay there and lift the
“hannt' from the house seems doomed
to have every one drop in casually for
milea around. As he frantically tries
to’ keep every one thers one looks for |
mnother “Seven Dnys"—and then, ak|
| everything grows more fantastic, one |
expects another "Seven Keys to Rald- |
pate.” One imagines the dramatisg will |
suddenly wake up and find he has been |
dreaming—though {t cannot be sald
that he puts 4he patron to sleep. l

FPlay Suggensts “Hamlet.'

“Listening In" suggests nothing =o
imm:h as “Hamlet" done as a modern|
mystery play, There Is a very welrd |
ghost that the current Shakespesrean|
production might be proud of, and in- |
| déed one half expected the program to
read, “Ghost by arrangement with Ar-

fash-

And John Coomber, the |
penurious author, seemed just as uncer- |
taln as the Dune concerning how to take
evarything. This audience last night, in
that respect, was filled with
But he s a wvery modern young man
whn does Automatio writing on the side,
“Ustening In** on the spirit world, while |
the very modern ghost gives him tips
on the stock market,

As Coomber Ernest Glendinning gave
his usual rellable performance, heing |
Just ap scared as a young man might be
who didn’t realize that “theres are more |
things In heaven and earth, Horatin'
which might be explained by electricity. |
Minna Gombell played almast the silllest
herolne of the season.
once more gave evidence
consecrated his life to mystery playa
Incldentally, the names of William |
Archer, John Cumberland and Pember- |
ton in the cast guve guite a theatrical
flavor. Auto-suggestion is used to ex-|
plain everything, even a supposed death,
and fulure audiences can eanily autn-
suggest themselves into liking this play.

Dodson Mitchell |

that he has |

“SPITE CORNER™ FOR BENEFIT. |

Rishop Willlam T. Manning and the
Very Rev. Howard C. Robbing will be in
the audience at the matinee and night
performances of Madge Kennoedy fn
“Splte Corner” at the Little Theater, |
| which John Golden has arranged for
Thursday with the modern medthods
| committea of the Church Women's
League for Patriotic Service, It wlil be
for the heneflt of Greer Court, the now
| dormitory forstndents at Columbia,

|  DRADY TO SPEAK AT PLAY.

A speclal performance of “The World I
Ve Live In" will be given Sunday |
night at Jolson's Fifty-ninth Street The-
nter before an audlence speciaily select- |
|»fl from all classes of wmociety. Wililam |
A. Brady, who produced this novelty,
will have something to say
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| Her Compuny’s Recipe Is 200

Old.

Elsla ¥erguson, stage and screen star
lngt seen before the footlights here in
“The Varying Shore," has gone into the
fruit ciake business. The old custom of
clgars after an aotress has
changed 'This talented player has been
making a frult cake that became famous
among her friends, and the result has
the Elsie Ferguson
Company.

Thelr product, put up In round one
pound boxes with Miss Ferguson's auto-
graph on the cover, is being sold at the
Ieading candy rooms, tea shops and ho-
tols. Soolety is being extensively cir-
to take up the cake, which
sclls at §2.50 a pound

The company states that the recips
for the cake was brought to this coun-
try in 1700 by a young L.ngllatﬁvnnlan.
and came to Miss Ferguson in a curious

Years

way. In 1911, after Miss FVerguson had
glven her characterization of Dolly
Madison In *“The First Lady in the

Land,” a pleased old lady came to her
dresalng room  and told the satar that

| she had expressed the Virginia of her

anmestors.

“Please, Mlss Ferguson, as a fitting
tribute,” she added, “will you acecept n
slmple gift from me—a rare old fruit
caks recipe?”

Miss Ferguson on her return to New
York, treated her friends to n cake made
according to the recipe. So many re-
quasts camo In for the recipe that it was
daécided to put the cake on the market.
Among the advantuges of the delicacy
which the company enumerates Is the
fact that the recipe Is over 200 years
old ; that the cake is prepared entirely by
that it will keep fresh for years,
and that it Is made in Virginia,

| SOMERSET AND MISS DAY
TO GO TOENGLAND'

| Foch conductor,

Actor and Actress to Leave
‘Orange Blossoms.’

it was mnrnm] Tast n1ghf that FEdith
Day and Pat Somerset have given notles
to the mansgement of 'Orange
soms” of their intention to quit the cast
of that musical comedy. now In its last
weeks at the Fulton Theater. It I8 sald
they will hoth return to England,

Recent rumors had been that the de-
portation gase of the Government agsinst

DISABLED VETERANS IN PLAY.

Digabled veterans of
formerly st Fox Hills
opened the Old
Twenty-first street, recently gave o bene-
At for the fund to maintain It at the
Plaza Hotel Inst night.
iven, “Facing the Music"
eforamtion of Zilly Onne.” ‘The first
was acted by professionals, Including
Henry B, Dixey, Jr., son of the actor
who played In the comedy o scors of
years ago at the Galety Theater, Lon-
don. The second, Margaret Fawcett's
pley,
vie®’ men, including Robert M.
The latter also
Flunkett of the Brook!yn Navy Yard, who
gpoke of the fine courage of the men
who founded the Old Cantesn In an ef-
fort” to be self-supporting and deserve
help.
ol
ine Corp and Major-Gen.
resenting the Army,

Hospital, who

and

Coates,

Reed of the United Statea Mar-
Bullard, rep-

" l.'l!isl..lﬁ' VIOLINIST'S DEBUT.

Max Olanoff, vinlinist,
birth, who has recelved his schoollng
in this country from severnl well known
tenchers, Including Splering and Auer,

ve his first recital here yesterday In
Aeollan Hall, His program
of Handel's sonata In D major, Bach's
chaconne, Vieuxtemps's concerto in
minor and four shorter numbers
| Glanoff's performance
tistle value. In the Handel sonata and
Vieuxtemps concerts his tone was of
good volume, but not always of the hest
quallty, He played with
ing, but with less {ndividuality of style.

Mr.

Fruit Cake |

“The |

(of threes
Bios- |

Bomers=et, who recently underwent an
inquisition at Ellls Ilsland, following
| charges made by Carle Carlton, who
married Mizs Day., had been dropped.
However, Somerset does not seem In-
ellned to awalt the final settlement of’
the case,

the great war |

Canteen at 151 BEast

American Pianist,

Gives a Recital|

Debussy and Other Composers | ¥ut

on His Program Which Is
Enjoyed.

——e

Lester Donahue, American pianist,
gave a recitu! yestorday afternoon in
Town Hall. Mr. Donahue ls no stranger
to local audiences and some of the
musie he oifered was also famliliar,
Liszt'a “Welnen Klagen” variations on
a theme of Bach led the program, This
pretentious composition has exeitod the
interest of several! planists thisx season,

but there has been no evidente that It
nbsorbed the attentlon of music lovers.
It is a very tiresome plece and ought

to be permitted to retlre once more Into
the obscurity which it so long enjoyed.
Mr. Donahug did better for himself
and his art when he performed De-
bussy's “Polssons d4'Or,”" Ireland's “The
land Spell,” de Falla's “Andslusia®

and Seriabin's fifth sonata, none of mlni —

very Important or convincing musie, to

be gure, but not shopworn. Godowsky's
scinMilating  valse, “Alt Wien! was With maﬂ.‘v’ﬁal‘ng{gw, lgg\-m-.
plenslr g Balakirev's “Islamey’’ ended TO- n.\r. “ 2.1 "I.A\ll'l:l b o

the pregram sonorously. Mr. Donahue
plays very well. He played the sime
way when he flrst appeared hers, He
sesims 1lkely to go on playing the same
Wiy

CITY SYMPHONY CONCERT.

Mme, Namara Soloist ‘\'lt‘h Orellrl-

tra Under Foceh,

The Clty Symphony Orchestra, Dirk
gave the third concert
of Ita Carnegle Hall serles last evening
with Mmeé Marguerite Namara of  the
Chicago opera ss solplst, The program
conaisted of Tsohalkowsky's symphonic
fantasy, “Francesca DI Rimini" a group
vocn] numbers with orchestra,
Wolt's “Itahan Serennde™ and Straues's
“Tod und Verlhlaerung." The composi-
tions on the progriam rr-rurir_t- no =pecial
mention. T were all very famillar,
The playving of the orchestra continues
to deserve credit. Mr, Foch seems to
kow pretty well what he 1s about, and
he will no dogbt with time ba able to
trim off with advantage some of the
organization’'s ragged eages, especially
ones of brass, which are stil]l noticeable,

Mmea., Namaran's selections were Mo-
rart’s Vol Sapete,” Grieg's “Un

che

Reve" and the “Gavotte” from Massen-

nets “Manon.” Her
give mueh pleasure. Her
Moznrt alr wos not as satisfactory ns
it was in the modern music,
able yolee was at its best In the opera-

singing seemed to

tic excerpt.
The program will be repeatsd at the
| society’s second concert nr‘l\m Town

Two plays wers |

was acted entirely by disabled ser-!

fntroduced Admiral’

also were present. |

Hall series this aflternoon,
Bnoe was large.

The audi-

GIVES FIRST RECITAL,

Ernest Beitz, planist, gnve his firs:
recital In Aeollan Hall laat evening. His
program consisted of Lisst's transcrip-
tion of Bach's Prelude and Fugue iy
minor, Schumann's “Etudes Bymphonl-
ques” compositions by Frontinl, Faure,
MacDowell, Glazounov, Rublnstein, and
Chopin’'s B  minor sonata. Clarity,
vigorous tone snd a good aense
rhiythm marked Mr, Seltz's playin
rather than warmth of Intmnn-mtlun
and depth of feellng, The Intter quali-
tles were notlesably lacking In ‘*n‘hu—
mann's “'Etudes Symphoniques.*”

SHEITZ

| Selte gave this composition an intelll-

of Russlan

corslsted |

D

|

varled In Its ar- |

understand- |

gent reading, but hard brililance and an

occaslonnlly hea¥y touch were the ehie
characterlstics of hisg playing Mr, Seltz
fured better with his third group ol
cumpaositions, especlally with Faype'
F minor Impromptu and Frontini'a)
"Andante In the Olden Style, where he |
achieved some dellcacy of touch and

depth of tone.

GIVES SoONGS IN COSTUME,

There was a delightful entertnlnment
for the benefit of Armitage Community
House last nlght glven at Town Hall
Milte. Mondre Gondro who sang
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